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CHAPTER XXIIL

In answer to the unfounded remarks contained in Mr.  Hook's

Life of Sir David Balrd^  upon  the  appointment  of the

Honourable Colonel   Wellcaley to   the command   of  the
Nizam's subsidiary force.

To have closed the account of General Harris's
services in Mysore,, with these just tributes of
approbation., would have been the most natural,
and to me the most gratifying, conclusion of my
narrative. But the biographer of Sir David
Baird, Mr. Hook, has thought himself at liberty,
not only to treat that gallant officer as he would
the hero of a novel., but to scatter unfounded
censures upon the Commander-in-Chief, the
Governor-General., and Colonel Wellesley, as con-
spirators against that monopoly of merit, which
Mr. Hook assumes for Sir David Baird in the
fall of Seringapatam.

In the support of this absurd claim, Mr.
Hook has adopted the petty scandal of the
gossips of the campaign of Mysore, in i 799, as
authentic history, and has thus abused the name
of Sir D. Baird, as a medium for defaming those
who were the chief instruments of that great
national service. As if the heads and hearts of
Englishmen were not clear and large enough to